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KINAHAN'SKORNER
Many things have been thrown at us this year, but through it all 
we have continued to learn and grow. I am just amazed at the 
resilience of our students and our staff as we just keep adjusting 
and re-adjusting to the world around us and to new learning 
situations. I have no idea what the year 2021 will bring us, and I 
stopped guessing a while ago, but one thing I know for sure is 
that we can get through ANYTHING together with the love of our 
God.

Maybe that is part of the BIG lesson that we are all learning in 
that we need to lean on HIM a litt le more. Everything around us 
may be changing but God?s love is constant and He will always be 
there for us. So as 2021 comes around the corner, I look forward 
to any challenges that lay ahead because I know we have the Big 
Guy in our corner.

Of course, our very first challenge will be the week of Jan. 4-8 
when all students in the entire province will move to online 
learning for the week (I hope it is just one week). For many of our 
classes they are already doing this as our gr. 7-9 went online at 
the beginning of December and then we had three other classes, 
gr?s 2, 3 & 5, have to isolate and move to online classes from Dec. 
7 till the break. For those classes that are not online as of yet, all 
Google Classrooms have been set up and material has been sent 
home with students so we should be good to go in January.

I look forward to new learning opportunities and to finding new 
ways to have fun with our students. As I write this we are having a 
school-wide BINGO. Hearing students yelling bingo while running 
down to the office is AWESOME!!!!!

So com e on 2021, br ing it  on. St . Joe?s is ready for  you.

God bless and have a very Merry Christmas
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Important Dates
Friday, Jan. 1- New Years Day-Happy New 
Year!

Monday, Jan. 4- First day back for K-9 
students (Online only)

Monday, Jan. 11- First day back for 
ELP-Grade 9 (In School)

Thursday, Jan. 14- School Spirit Day- 
Sparkle Day!

Thursday, Jan. 14- Grade 9 to 8:45 am 
Mass

Thursday, Jan. 21- Grade 8 to 8:45 am 
Mass

Thursday, Jan. 28- Grade 7 to 8:45 am 
Mass

Thursday, Jan. 28- Faith in Action 
Awards/Bucket Fillers

Friday, Jan. 29- PD Day-No school for 
students
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You do your best each day to teach your children about 
responsibility. It’s very healthy to let your children experience 
what happens naturally if they are not responsible (as long as their 
safety is not in jeopardy of course). If they forget things they are 
supposed to take to school for example, let them discover how 
to deal with the consequences of their forgetfulness. Give them 
continual age-appropriate opportunities for responsibility at home 
like making their bed, putting away toys, helping to prepare dinner, 
or taking care of pets. 

Knowing that they are expected to be responsible at home and 
at school is a very important life lesson for our children. If they 
grumble about little inconveniences like wearing a mask, help them 
understand that thinking about the needs of others and  not only 
of ourselves is a truly gracious way to live. And when your child 
makes a mistake, the “OWN UP”  strategy is a beautiful faithful way 
to help them learn to be accountable for their actions.

January
See, I am making all things new.

Parents are the primary educator of their children. Did you realize that 
when you teach your sons and daughters about their responsibilities 
at home and in their community, you are helping them learn about 

an important Catholic Social Teaching? Learn more 
about rights and responsibilities by watching this 
video. Consider hanging this poster on your fridge or 
in your child’s room and have conversations about 
the Catholic Social Teachings often. Here is a child’s 
version and here is one for your teens. Home + School 
+ Parish = Partners in Catholic Education!

God wants us to help make sure everyone is safe and healthy and can 
have a good life. This means we all have to accept our responsibilities 
that come from living in communion with others. One of the most 
important lessons we teach in our Catholic schools is that the dignity 
of the human person must be foundational to all of the decisions we 
make in relation to how we live in our community. Sr. Janet Schaeffler, 
OP explains that responsibility is an attitude of accepting that we 
are all called to participate and respond to the common good. It’s an 
important lesson for children to learn - that life is not all about them 
and their needs.  Pope Francis said it beautifully during his homily at 
his installation in 2013, “In the end, everything has been entrusted 
to our protection, and all of us are responsible for it. Be protectors of 
God’s gifts!” What a beautiful reminder for our families as we enter 
this new year!

We hope you are enjoying the Mass Transit Cards  
to discuss the Sunday Gospel with your family.  

To access the January cards, click here.

Faith & Family

Catholic Education

“For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”

(1 Corinthians 12:12)
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We always work with our children to teach them to look for the 
blessings that come during difficult times. The pandemic has been 
challenging for all and we rejoice at the promise of the coming 
vaccines. While we are waiting for our turn to receive them, we 
know that we must continue to practice the safety protocols to 
protect ourselves and others in our community. 

This is actually a good time to also practice gratitude. We are 
blessed to live in a country where we can turn on a tap and have 
clean water to wash our hands.  Many others in the world do not 
have that luxury so let us be thankful for that. During those 20 
seconds when we lather up, let’s also be thankful for the soap we 
use and the wonder of our hands themselves. Consider teaching 
your children to make a sacred ritual of washing their hands, 
welcoming the opportunity to meditate on these blessings and give 
thanks. And it’s always a good time to say their prayers too. 

Resources:  Teaching Kids to Care by Sr. Janet Schaeffler, OP
Faith Perspectives on the Covid-19 Pandemic, Waterloo Catholics

 Special Days to Remember

1    Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother  
      of God  
2    Feast of St. Basil the Great
3    Epiphany of the Lord
10  Baptism of the Lord

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey
Revelations 21:5

Month of the Holy Name of Jesus

Be Grateful

Please help me to be faithful  
in all the duties You have entrusted
to me this day, fulfilling each
 with great care and love! 
   Amen.

golepress.com/2019/pray-for-responsibility/

Click here for a printable version of this prayer.

“...give thanks in  
all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:18

Dear Jesus

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/Image/Faith/eNewsletter/OWN-UP_Poster.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPB6sXj6Fwo&feature=emb_logo
https://www.crs.org/sites/default/files/usops-resources/17us495_cst_handout-kids_en-digital.pdf
https://www.crs.org/sites/default/files/usops-resources/17us495_cst_handout-kids_en-digital.pdf
https://www.crs.org/sites/default/files/usops-resources/17us495_cst_poster-adult_en-digital.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U0rNndmqto4YwlbIHuUjSBKX-Ap6NL60/view?usp=sharing
https://churchpop.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Screen-Shot-2020-03-14-at-7.34.54-PM.png
https://waterloocatholics.org/pandemic-3
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Faith/eNewsletters/Dear-Jesus-Prayer.pdf
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